Devon County Council - Gifted and Talented Fund for Sport
March 2008

Devon County Council has a small centrally held fund available to support students designated as gifted and talented who attend Devon County Council schools, (i.e. not independent schools or schools outside the County, in Plymouth and Torbay or FE Colleges), and who are in financial need to assist them in continuing to participate at an elite level in an eligible activity.
It is specifically to help pupils who have achieved national or international recognition at sports, arts, music, etc. 
Only formally recognized sports are eligible (please see Appendix A for the Sports Councils current list of eligible sports). 
Applications for funding should reflect a financial need – i.e. used as a "safety net" to enable pupils to participate when they otherwise couldn't afford to.

Only one award per academic year can be made per student and the usual level of award is in the region of £150 - £200.
Rationale
Devon County Council is keen to support and celebrate the achievements of its pupils who are achieving at a national and international level in sport and provide assistance towards meeting the costs of travel to competitions, training and camps, and for the purchase of specialist equipment required at elite level.
It is recognised that the geographic location of Devon can add significantly to the costs of young people’s travelling to events and squad training. In addition, until participants reach the most senior levels and become part of the upper echelons of their sports World Class Performance Programmes, then all their participation, even for competing at National and International events has to be funded by the athlete themselves. With the extensive amounts of training required to be in a position to compete at the highest levels, then the pressure on parents and carers is extremely high to find the money to enable them to continue to strive towards excellence in their sport.
National and county strategies for PE and School Sport stress the importance of improving standards and supporting talent, and that this is both within the School setting, but also in conjunction with other sports organisations, such as Sports Clubs and in Sports Governing Bodies programmes.
Case Study
Athlete X attends a Community College in Devon and has successfully applied to the Fund for the past two years to support her training and international competitions. Before applying to the Fund, she had already won international honours, and was selected to represent the South West at the first National School Games held in Glasgow, where she won the bronze medal in her event. In 2007, amongst other successes she was selected to represent Great Britain at an International Competition for combined events in France. Assistance is sought towards the costs of traveling across the country for training and competitions, and for accommodation at the events. Little funding is available from the Sports Governing Body or from other sources until athletes are eligible to join the World Class Lottery funded programmes.
Application process 
Applicants (can be the individual or the school Head of PE on behalf of the applicant) should write to; 
Tracy Sapiecha 
Devon County Council, 

Children and Young People's Services Directorate, 

County Hall, 

Room 137, 

Topsham Road, 

Exeter, 

Devon, EX2 4QG

E-mail tracy.sapiecha@devon.gov.uk

The application should contain information on the following;

	Name of applicant
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Address of applicant
	

	School attended and Name of Head of PE
	

	Sport and Sports Governing Body (e.g. Hockey – England Hockey)
	

	Achievements with Date and Level (e.g. England National under 14 Champion at Squash in October 2007 )
	

	Future national/international events/competitions/training with dates (e.g. National squad training at Lilleshall National Sports Centre from 23rd – 27th January 2008)
	

	Need for the funding (e.g. - to assist with travel costs to training camp, specialist equipment required for competition).
	

	Total estimated expenditure per annum on participation in this sport – please include where appropriate costs of travel to training and competitions, equipment costs, coaching fees, event entry fees, and other costs of participating
	

	What other sources of support do you receive towards participating in your sport? E.g. Sports Aid Foundation grant, Governing Body support, World Class Performance grant, Other local grants.
	


The application will be circulated to Steve Kibble (Curriculum Adviser for PE) and Jill Borrow (County Sports Development Officer) for confirmation and approval. Guidance may also be sought from the relevant Sports Governing Body
Appendix A

List of activities recognised by the Sports Councils at January 2007
	Aikido
American Football
Angling
Archery
Arm Wrestling
Artistic Skating (roller)
Association Football
Athletics
Australian Rules Football
Badminton
Ballooning
Ballroom Dancing
Baseball/Softball
Basketball
Baton Twirling
Biathlon
Bicycle Polo
Billiards and Snooker
Bobsleigh 
Boccia 
Bowls 
Boxing 
Camogie
Canoeing 
Caving 
Chinese Martial Arts 
Clay Pigeon Shooting
Cricket 
Croquet 
Curling 
Cycling 
Dance Sport
Darts
Disability Sport 
Diving
Dragon Boat Racing 
Duathlon
Equestrian 
Exercise and Fitness
Fencing 
Fives 
Folk Dancing
Flying 
Futsal
Gaelic Football 
Gliding 
Golf 
Gymnastics 
	Handball
Hang/Para Gliding
Harness Racing
Health and Beauty Exercise
Highland Games
Hockey
Horse Racing
Horse Riding
Hovering
Hurling
Ice Hockey
Ice Skating
Jet Skiing
Ju Jitsu
Judo
Karate
Keep Fit
Kendo
Knee Boarding
Korfball
Lacrosse
Lawn Tennis
Life Saving
Luge
Model Aircraft Flying
Modern Pentathlon
Motor Cycling
Motor Sports
Mountain Biking
Mountaineering
Movement, Dance, Exercise & Fitness
Netball
Octopush
Orienteering
Parachuting
Petanque
Polo
Polocross
Pool
Power Boating
Powerlifting
Puck Hockey (roller)
Quoits 
	Racketball 
Rackets 
Rafting (white/wild water)
Raquetball 
Rambling
Real Tennis 
Roller Hockey 
Roller Skating 
Rounders 
Rowing 
Rugby League 
Rugby Union 
Sailing
Sand/Land Yachting 
Shooting 
Show jumping
Skateboarding 
Skiing
Skipping 
Snooker
Snowboarding 
Softball 
Sombo 
Speedway
Speed Skating (roller)
Squash 
Skater/Street Hockey 
Sub-Aqua 
Surf Life Saving 
Surfing 
Swimming & Diving 
Table Tennis 
Taekwondo 
Tang Soo Do 
Tenpin Bowling 
Trampolining 
Triathlon 
Tug of War 
Unihoc 
Volleyball 
Wakeboarding
Water Polo
Water Skiing 
Weightlifting 
Wind Surfing
Wrestling 
Yoga 


